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GRANT ROUND – PROJECT GRANT GUIDANCE
THE ITP SUPPORT ASSOCIATION
The aim of the ITP Support Association is to promote the welfare of ITP patients, fund clinical research and to collaborate with the medical profession in collating and disseminating clinical data. The Association provides patient support, publishes numerous booklets and factsheets on ITP related subjects in addition to its quarterly journal, The Platelet. It also organises annual conventions, seminars for health professionals, and runs occasional surveys of its membership with the aim of educating doctors and drug companies on patient concerns.
HOW THE CHARITY IS FUNDED
The Association is funded by voluntary donations from people with ITP and their families, the general public, fundraising events organised by ‘friends’ of The ITP Support Association, and contributions. We receive some pharma sponsorship to assist with costs of our quarterly journal and our annual ITP Patient Convention/Medical Seminar for Health Professionals.
GRANTS AVAILABLE 
ITP Support Association invites applications for grants to support basic, clinical and qualitative scientific research work in the UK into the causes, understanding, treatment and prevention of ITP. 
SELECTION PROCESS
Applications (with principal applicant’s CV) must be submitted by the 31st MAY 2024 (midnight by email). Providing they fit within the Research Strategy they will be reviewed by a panel including leading ITP clinicians/researchers, lay people interested in ITP, and external referees (usually two per project). On the basis of all the information, referees’ comments, applicants’ responses to referees’ comments, research  panel review, and amount of funds available, the Trustees will make their decision known by the 30th JULY 2024. The Trustees decision is final.
All research proposals are treated as strictly confidential throughout the application process. We reserve the right to invite collaboration if there appears to be duplication of projects. 
SELECTION CRITERIA 
All the following must be clearly explained:
- Research aims/hypothesis
- Relevance to ITP patients
- Practicality - experience, institution backing, ethical approval or animal licences
- Quality - statistical inputs, clear outcomes, a statement on originality
- Planning and timelines - flow chart with milestones
- Cost control - who is to administer grant funds
All applications need to be clearly laid out and word counts observed. Reviewers will be assessing applications based on all the criteria above. Please provide a clear lay summary; the purpose of which is to explain your project to people who understand medical/scientific terms and who understand ITP well, but who may not have expertise in your particular field.
GRANT TERMS & CONDITIONS
Approval & payment of the grant
Grant holders must provide copies of Ethics Committee approvals or Home Office licences relevant to their proposed project before any payment of the grant can be made.
Small Grant requests (up to £20k) will be paid on successful approval, for grants larger than £20k stage payments will depend on progress reports. Payment terms are negotiable.
Start of work
On the formal contract the grant holder must state the start date of the project.
Grant holders must seek prior approval for any changes to the planned use of funds from that described in the approved application. This includes any changes to staff on the project.
Feedback
The charity has an obligation to its donors to monitor and report on the impact of grant awards. 
An annual progress report and brief 100 word quarterly interim reports are required to be published in the quarterly journal ‘The Platelet’. Templates will be forwarded at the appropriate times. Failure to provide these reports may result in final grant payments being withheld. Final reports are required at the end of the project, which are expected to detail all outcomes of the project including any publications.
Publication & acknowledgement
The ITP Support Association hopes that its grant holders will publish project outcomes in prestigious medical or scientific journals, as possible.
Grant holders must acknowledge ITP Support Association’s financial support in all publications and presentations of work arising from the grant. The charity must be given a reprint-style copy of all publications resulting from the work, preferably in electronic format. 

The ITP Support Association
The Platelet Mission
Kimbolton Road
Bolnhurst, Bedfordshire MK44 2EL
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Ireland: Dr G Crotty   USA:  Prof. S Cataland; Dr C Neunert, Prof D Kuter, 
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